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to officials, and strove against heavy odds
to enforce their views. It is Lord Curzon's
distinction that his Indian career in no
essential altered his original bent. He
came io India a bureaucrat ready-made,
imbued to the finger-tips with all the ideals
of that theory of government, and resolute
to enforce them. It was not that the
officials moulded him to their views; he
impressed his own conceptions on the
officials with all the force of his authority
and the vigour of his mind. He presented
them, so to speak, with their own idols,
transmuted into a fine gold by the alchemy
of his genius, burnished and glittering
from the fire of his eloquence and his
imagination. But they were the idols of
a bureaucrat and nothing else.
It is true that this was not Lord Curzon's
own conception of his viceroyalty; like
the Russian Czars, he imagined himself a
sort of benevolent despot. On more than
one occasion he even uttered a warning
against the danger of converting the
Government of India into a bureaucracy.
But his whole policy, his acts, his speeches,